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Weather 


8 A.M.: 54° 
2 P.M.: 66° 
5 BM.: 64° 
CHANCE OF RAIN: 0% 
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News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

© STATE HOUSE AND 
SENATE bills would give 
Florida pharmacists 
authority to treat flu 
sufferers quickly. B1 


@ SO JUST WHAT DID 
this region’s leaders 
pitch to Amazon re- 
cently in the hopes of 
bringing the company’s 
second headquarters 
here? B1 


@ LAWMAKERS MOVE 
forward with measures 
that would allow people 
with concealed-weap- 
ons licenses to carry 
guns on the grounds of 
churches and other 
religious institutions. B2 


NATION & WORLD 

@ THE DOOMSDAY 
CLOCK just moved up 30 
seconds: It’s now 2 min- 
utes to “midnight,” the 
symbolic hour of the 
apocalypse. A3 


@ AT THE DAVOS 
GLOBAL FORUM in 
Switzerland, President 
Donald Trump meets 
separately with the 
leaders of two of Ameri- 
ca’s closest allies — and 
observers say it appears 
the president favors 
Israel over Britain. A3 


@ PUERTO RICO’S re- 
vised fiscal plan esti- 
mates the U.S. territory’s 
economy will shrink by 
l percent and its popula- 
tion will drop by nearly 
8 next year. Also, the 
plan has no money to 
pay creditors for the 
next five years. A9 


BUSINESS 

@ PORT CANAVERAL 
OFFICIALS want to 
expand cruise-ship 
capacity with as many as 
eight terminals. A10 


SPORTS 

@ THE ORLANDO 
Maeic’s Nikola Vucevic 
is focused on rehab 
efforts for his left hand, 
he says, and not trade 
rumors. Cl 


© DURING PRO BOWL 
WEEK, the NFL Play 60 
Character Camp at Walt 
Disney World teaches 
kids about succeeding in 
football — and life. C1 


TOP STORY 


House plan makes it 
harder to raise taxes 


Proposal would put constitutional amendment on Nov. ballot 


By GRAY ROHRER 
Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE — Florida 
voters could get a chance to make 
it harder for the Legislature to 
increase taxes and fees, under a 
proposed ballot measure passed 
by the House on Thursday. 

The bill, HJR 7001, would 
place a constitutional amend- 
ment on the November ballot 


that, if approved by voters, would 
require a two-thirds vote of the 
Legislature for any tax or fee in- 
crease instead of the current sim- 
ple majority. 

The bill is a top priority of Gov. 
Rick Scott and House Speaker 
Richard Corcoran, who is con- 
sidering a run for governor this 
year. 
“We should always make it 
much more difficult to raise taxes 


than it is to cut them,” said Cor- 
coran, R-Land O’Lakes, in a state- 
ment. “This amendment will se- 
cure and protect that legacy from 
future legislatures bent on raising 
taxes.” 

It passed on an 80-29 vote, 
largely along partisan lines, with 
10 Democrats joining Republi- 
cans to pass the measure. 
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WEKIVA PROJECT TRIES TO BLEND WITH ENVIRONMENT 


te 
he 
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Bridge construction continues on the six miles of the Wekiva Parkway that will be elevated as a part of 
State Road 46, from the State Road 429 interchange to near Longwood-Markham Road in Sanford. 


Bridges’ construction underway 


By KEVIN SPEAR 
Staff Writer 


Construction of the Wekiva 
Parkway bridges across the 
Wekiva River has begun, a col- 
ossal task in a fragile ecosystem 
with the tricky goal of hiding a 
mass of concrete amid cypress 
canopies. 

Initial pilings have been 
pounded into bedrock, provid- 
ing a hint of what’s to come: 


three spans side by side. Their 
center sections will horizontally 
span 360 feet, amounting to a 
leap across the river so that no 
part of the bridges touch water 
and the view beneath is com- 
pletely open. 

“When we were originally 
talking about this bridge and 
what it might look like, and we 
had design sessions with DOT, 
we realized that it was going to 
be large,” said Nancy Prine, long- 


time member of the Friends of 
the Wekiva River. 

“It’s larger than we had imag- 
ined,” Prine said. 

Still, she called the bridges a 
“win” for wildlife, the river, peo- 
ple paddling canoes and kayaks, 
nearby residents and motorists. 

Costing $39 million, it may be 
the most contemplated bridge 
project ever in Central Florida. 
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Orlando given historic building in donation 


By RYAN GILLESPIE 
Staff Writer 


When the Rogers Building was 
first built in the 1880s, much of 
what is now downtown Orlando 
was surrounded by cattle farms 
and citrus groves. 

The building at Magnolia Ave- 
nue and Pine Street was once 
home to the Old English Club 
and the Cosmopolitan Club, 


where settlers sipped spirits and 
shot billiards. Fully renovated 
and restored, it’s now an art 
gallery that displays watercolor 
paintings and stoneware. 

The 132-year-old structure 
was donated to the city this week 
by arts benefactor Ford Kiene, 
with the requirement the city 
must use it for arts and culture 
for at least the next two decades. 

“Were ecstatic that we get 


Voices & Opinion 


@ MATTHEW J. PALM: Musical spoof ‘Game of Thrones,” A2 

@ THE INTERVIEW: Grover Norquist defends tax cuts. A12 

@ GUEST VIEW: Sensible to ban phony support animals. A13 

@ Ask Amy: DNA test reveals truth about biological father. B5 

@ GEORGE Diaz: ‘Shark Eyes’ inventor hopes to deter attacks. Cl 


possession of a very historic 
building and a meticulously 
maintained building,” said 
Downtown Development Board 
Executive Director Thomas 
Chatmon. “We need more homes 
for the cultural amenities, so 
we're happy to retain one for at 
least the next 20 years — and I 
suspect it will be longer than 
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Fan-friendly, 
fast-paced 

XFL coming 
back in 2020 


By ROGER SIMMONS 
Staff Writer 


The XFL, the wrestling-in- 
spired pro football league that 
fell with the thud of a Hulk 
Hogan body slam back in 2001, 
is ready for a comeback. 

Seventeen years after the 
league and its Orlando Rage 
franchise folded following one 
season, WWE chairman Vince 
McMahon announced Thurs- 
day he’s resurrecting the XFL. 
He said he’s eliminating the 
wrestling group’s involvement 
and head-scratching gim- 
micks, putting a focus on the 
quality of play, the quality of 
players and a much, much fast- 
er-paced game. 

“Quite frankly, we’re going 
to give the game of football 
back to the fans” McMahon 
said on a conference call. 
“Were going to ask a lot of 
questions and listen to players, 
coaches. We’re going to listen 
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COURTESY OF XFL 


Vince McMahon announces 
Thursday the 2020 return of 
the XFL pro football league. 


E David Whitley: Orlando 
should give XFL 2nd look, C1 


2 say Trump 
tried to fire 
Mueller in ’17 


By ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN 
AND JOSH DAWSEY 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump sought the firing 
of Robert Mueller last June, 
shortly after the special counsel 
took over the investigation into 
Russian interference in the 2016 
election, and he backed off only 
after White House Counsel Don 
McGahn threatened to resign 
over the move. 

The showdown was con- 
firmed by two people familiar 
with the episode, which was 
first reported by The New York 
Times. 

McGahn did not deliver his 
resignation threat directly to 
Trump, but was serious about 
his threat to leave, according to a 
person familiar with the epi- 
sode. 

The president’s effort came 
in the weeks after Mueller’s ap- 
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GANCERS & DRAGONS 


What To Do Today 


GET MOVING WITH ‘RIVERDANCE’ 


In the Calendar section, a veteran of “Riverdance” tells us how the 
cultural phenom is more than a job. The Irish dance show plays 
Orlando’s Dr. Phillips Center this weekend. Plus a look at Lego 
Ninjago Days at Legoland, an interview with NPR host Joshua 
Johnson, movie reviews, listings and more. INSIDE 
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